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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:   

 
FOUR CANADIAN DIRECTORS CONFIRMED FOR 

CFC/NFB  FEATURE DOCUMENTARY PROG RAM  
 

Toronto, N ovem ber 5, 2008 – Film m akers Yung C hang, Sarah Polley, Shelley Sayw ell and  John 
W alker w ill participate in the inaugural C FCC FCC FCC FC ////N FB  Feature D oN FB  Feature D oN FB  Feature D oN FB  Feature D o cum entary Prog ramcum entary Prog ramcum entary Prog ramcum entary Prog ram . C reated by 
the C anadian Film  C entre (C FC ) and the N ational Film  Board (N FB ), the C FC C FC C FC C FC //// N FB  Feature  N FB  Feature  N FB  Feature  N FB  Feature 
D ocum entary Prog ramD ocum entary Prog ramD ocum entary Prog ramD ocum entary Prog ram  w ill launch in January 2009 w ith the goal of developing  successful 
original feature length docum entaries for international cinem a audiences.   
 
This innovative six-m onth program  w as created for accom p lished  C anadian directors w ith a 
theatrical docum entary concept.  D esigned  to help directors develop  cinem atic docum entaries 
that w ill advance the genre and achieve com m ercial and  critical success, this im m ersive 
experience com bines a residency at the C FC  w ith project-specific m entorship from  som e of 
C anada’s and  the w orld’s greatest docum entary talents.  

“I can’t tell you how  exciting it is to have four of the greatest film m akers in the country involved 
in our program ," said  Slaw ko K lym kiw , C FC  Executive D irector. “It has been the dream  of the 
C FC  to engage in the area of docum entary production and w ith the com pelling  them es and  the 
rem arkab le talent w orking  on these feature projects, w e look forw ard to the day w hen C anadians 
w ill see them  in theatres.” 

“A t the N FB  w e push boundaries and act as a kind  of creative laboratory for film m akers and the 
industry,“said  Tom  Perlm utter, N FB , G overnm ent Film  C om m issioner and  C hairperson. “This 
initiative is a w onderful expression of that.  It is the first tim e that C anada w ill have a program  
specifically dedicated  to advancing the art of the cinem atic feature docum entary.  The four 
film m akers selected  bring  an extraordinary range of experience and creative vision --- from  
cinem a verité w ork to dram a, from  intim ate, personal storytelling  to large-scale international 
subjects.  N ow  w e are offering  these estab lished  artists the creative space to take their w ork to 
the next level. W e couldn’t do it w ith a better partner than the C anadian Film  C entre.  This 
follow s on our highly successful collaboration creating N orth A m erica’s first interactive feature 
film , Late Fragment, w hich w as launched last year at the Toronto International Film  Festival.  I 
fully expect w e w ill be seeing som e of these doc projects at TIFF and  other m ajor festivals in the 
future.” 
 
D irector’s projects and  bios: 
 
Yung  C hangYung  C hangYung  C hangYung  C hang     –––– “The Fruit H unters” “The Fruit H unters” “The Fruit H unters” “The Fruit H unters”,    a feature-length docum entary, w hich exp lores nature, 
obsession, com m erce and  adventure in the fruit underw orld .    
 
M ontreal based  w riter/director Yung  C hang earned a degree in film  production from  C oncordia 
U niversity and  is also a graduate of the N eighborhood  Playhouse School of the Theatre in N ew  
York C ity, w here he studied  the M eisner technique.  H is first docum entary film , Earth to M outhEarth to M outhEarth to M outhEarth to M outh    



(2003), produced by the N FB , a beautifully crafted  m editation on m igrant farm  labour, food 
production and  C anada's C hinese com m unity, circulated  w idely on the international festival 
circuit, w inning  aw ards at the International Film  and Video Festival in C olum bus, O hio, and  
M ontreal's Rencontres Internationales du docum entaire.  H is first feature-length docum entary, 
Up the Yangtze Up the Yangtze Up the Yangtze Up the Yangtze (2007)))), in w hich the highly contested  Three G orges D am  form s a dram atic and 
unsettling  backdrop for a m oving and richly detailed narrative of a peasant fam ily negotiating  
unprecedented  historic changes, received  w ide acclaim . A w ard  highlights include: Best 
C anadian D ocum entary, 2007 Vancouver International Film  Festival; Best D ocum entary Feature, 
2008 San Francisco International Film  Festival; 2008 Toronto International Film  Festival G roup  
C anada’s Top  10 film ; finalist for the ID FA  Joris Ivens A w ard , 2007 International D ocum entary 
Film  Festival A m sterdam ; and  G rand  Jury nom inee for best docum entary in the W orld C inem a 
com petition at the 2008 Sundance Film  Festival. Yung  C hang is also the recipient of the 2008 
Yolande and Pierre Perrault aw ard  for m ost prom ising film m aker at the 2008 Rendez-vous du 
cinem a québecois; received  the 2008 D on H aig  A w ard at H ot D ocs; and the C harles E. 
G uggenheim  Em erging  A rtist A w ard  at Full Fram e D ocum entary Film  Festival in N orth C arolina. 
 
Sarah Po lleySarah Po lleySarah Po lleySarah Po lley - “The Stories W e Tell”“The Stories W e Tell”“The Stories W e Tell”“The Stories W e Tell”, a docum entary w hich exp lores the nature of m em ory and  
storytelling. 
    
Sarah Polley has been w riting  and  directing in C anada for the last six years. H er short film s 
include D on’t Think Twice, I Shout LoveD on’t Think Twice, I Shout LoveD on’t Think Twice, I Shout LoveD on’t Think Twice, I Shout Love (w hich w on the G enie A w ard  for Best Live A ction Short 
Film ,) and The HarpThe HarpThe HarpThe Harp.   H er feature debut, Away From HerAway From HerAway From HerAway From Her, p layed  to rave review s at the Toronto 
Film  Festival, Sundance, and  the Berlin Film  Festival. Follow ing  its w orld w ide theatrical release, 
she w as nom inated  for an A cadem y A w ard  for Best A dapted Screenp lay and she w on the G enie 
A w ard for Best D irector.  Polley has also acted in over 40 feature film s. H er extensive acting  
credits include The Sweet Hereafter, M y Life W ithout M e, Don’t Come Knocking, The Sweet Hereafter, M y Life W ithout M e, Don’t Come Knocking, The Sweet Hereafter, M y Life W ithout M e, Don’t Come Knocking, The Sweet Hereafter, M y Life W ithout M e, Don’t Come Knocking, and  The  The  The  The 
Secret Life of W ords.Secret Life of W ords.Secret Life of W ords.Secret Life of W ords.        She is also a political activist, having  w orked  w ith the O ntario C oalition 
A gainst Poverty, and  fundraising  w ith the C anadian C entre For Victim s of Torture.   
    

Shelley Sayw ellShelley Sayw ellShelley Sayw ellShelley Sayw ell  - “G host D ance”“G host D ance”“G host D ance”“G host D ance”, a spiritual and m usical cinem atic quest to find  the m eaning  
of an ancient aboriginal prophecy about restoring the ecological balance of the earth. This is a 
rock and roll film  that takes us from  auditions to rehearsals to the concert stage of a com p letely 

different kind  of m usical event. A nd  to the p laces in betw een. 
 
A ccom p lished docum entary film m aker Shelley Sayw ell directed  her first docum entary Shahira Shahira Shahira Shahira in 
1987.   It is the story of a w om an braving  the odds in a m ale dom inated society, fighting  for the 
recognition and survival of a “lost” tribe of nom ads called  the Bishari.  She nam ed  her com pany 
“Bishari Film s” and for the past 20 years she and  a sm all team  of colleagues have continued to 
w ork on stories w ith sim ilar them es: focusing prim arily on hum an rights issues, particularly those 
affecting  w om en and  children.  Sayw ell researches, w rites and directs her ow n film s.  She is 
currently in post production on a feature length docum entary called D evil’s Bargain: a journey D evil’s Bargain: a journey D evil’s Bargain: a journey D evil’s Bargain: a journey 
into the small arms tradeinto the small arms tradeinto the small arms tradeinto the small arms trade, w hich w as film ed  in the H orn of A frica, the U nited States, France, 
Bosnia and  M oldova.  H er other film s are:  M artyr StreetM artyr StreetM artyr StreetM artyr Street    (2006). . . . Hamas, Behind the M askHamas, Behind the M askHamas, Behind the M askHamas, Behind the M ask    
(2005).  .  .  .  AAAAngry G irlsngry G irlsngry G irlsngry G irls ( ( ( (2004).  ).  ).  ).  G eneration of Hate and G eneration XG eneration of Hate and G eneration XG eneration of Hate and G eneration XG eneration of Hate and G eneration X----SaddamSaddamSaddamSaddam    (2003). ). ). ). 
Streetnurse. Streetnurse. Streetnurse. Streetnurse. (2002).  A Child’s Century of W ar .  A Child’s Century of W ar .  A Child’s Century of W ar .  A Child’s Century of W ar (2001). O ut of the Fire  O ut of the Fire  O ut of the Fire  O ut of the Fire (2000).  C rimes of   C rimes of   C rimes of   C rimes of 
Honour Honour Honour Honour ((((1999).   Legacy of Terror: the bombing of Air India .   Legacy of Terror: the bombing of Air India .   Legacy of Terror: the bombing of Air India .   Legacy of Terror: the bombing of Air India (1998).  Kim's Story: The Road .  Kim's Story: The Road .  Kim's Story: The Road .  Kim's Story: The Road 
fromfromfromfrom Vietnam  Vietnam  Vietnam  Vietnam (1997)))).  Rape: A C rime of W ar .  Rape: A C rime of W ar .  Rape: A C rime of W ar .  Rape: A C rime of W ar (1995). Fire and W ater . Fire and W ater . Fire and W ater . Fire and W ater (1994).  N o M an’s Land:   N o M an’s Land:   N o M an’s Land:   N o M an’s Land: 
W omen Frontline JournalistsW omen Frontline JournalistsW omen Frontline JournalistsW omen Frontline Journalists (1993). ShahiraShahiraShahiraShahira (1988).  Shelley Sayw ell is author of W omen in W omen in W omen in W omen in 
W ar W ar W ar W ar (Penguin Books, 1986), and contributing  author to O urselves Among O thersO urselves Among O thersO urselves Among O thersO urselves Among O thers (St. M artins 
Press, 1988) and num erous articles.  
 



John W alkerJohn W alkerJohn W alkerJohn W alker - “Seven W ond ers”“Seven W ond ers”“Seven W ond ers”“Seven W ond ers”, a feature docum entary on seven of the w orld ’s m aster 
drum m ers and  teachers w ho gather on a nature reserve in C anada to pass on their secrets to 
forty students from  around the w orld .  
 
John W alker is one of C anada’s finest director/cinem atographers w orking in the docum entary genre, and  
his film s have w on international acclaim . From  his fiction film  collaboration, A W inter TanA W inter TanA W inter TanA W inter Tan, to his personal 
exp loration of m yth and  im agination in The Fairy FaithThe Fairy FaithThe Fairy FaithThe Fairy Faith, W alker defies conventional subjects and  
approaches. H is m ost recent production PassagePassagePassagePassage, , , , challenges the form  w ith a com p lex m ix of fiction and  
docum entary that has been described  as “a post post-m odern” exp loration of fraudulent im perialist 
history. Released at H ot D ocs in A pril, M artin Knelm an of The Toronto Star w rote “O ne of the great 
trium phs in C anadian docum entary film  history.” W alker’s film s have been w idely broadcast and  have 
appeared at m ajor international film  festivals in Toronto, Vancouver, N ew  York, Los A ngeles, Berlin and 
London. From  the A cadem y of C anadian C inem a &  Television he has received  seventeen nom inations and 
aw ards including  the coveted  D onald Brittain A w ard for best social/political docum entary - Utshimassits: Utshimassits: Utshimassits: Utshimassits: 
PlaPlaPlaPlace O f The Bossce O f The Bossce O f The Bossce O f The Boss; best docum entary director - The Hand O f StalinThe Hand O f StalinThe Hand O f StalinThe Hand O f Stalin; and  best feature docum entary - 
Strand Strand Strand Strand ---- Under The D ark Cloth Under The D ark Cloth Under The D ark Cloth Under The D ark Cloth, a personal portrait of his m entor, the photographer/film m aker Paul 
Strand . H is film  on the C ape Breton coal m iners’ choir, M en O fM en O fM en O fM en O f    The D eepsThe D eepsThe D eepsThe D eeps, w on three G em ini aw ards 
including  best perform ing  arts, best docum entary photography, best sound  and  a best director 
nom ination. H is passionate com m itm ent to the docum entary form  led him  to co-found  the C anadian 
Independent Film  C aucus (now  the D ocum entary O rganization of C anada). W alker has conducted  m aster 
classes across the country and  has m entored num erous em erging  film m akers. H e has also served as guest 
program m er for the H ot D ocs C anadian International D ocum entary Festival. 
 
The C FC  N FB  FeaC FC  N FB  FeaC FC  N FB  FeaC FC  N FB  Feature D ocum entary Prog ramture D ocum entary Prog ramture D ocum entary Prog ramture D ocum entary Prog ram  is an im m ersive experience specifically tailored 
to the precise needs of the participants w ho w ill collaborate w ith industry experts in a 
professional environm ent. U nique to the program  is the supported  inquiry w hich gives 
participants the tim e and  resources to experim ent w ith elem ents like shooting , editing, sound 
and  im age treatm ent as they refine the proposed  approach to their projects.  Participants’ 
projects w ill be considered  for production at the conclusion of the Feature D ocum entary 
Program .  
 
The C FC  N FB  Feature D ocum entary Prog ramThe C FC  N FB  Feature D ocum entary Prog ramThe C FC  N FB  Feature D ocum entary Prog ramThe C FC  N FB  Feature D ocum entary Prog ram  is led  by Program  M anager Jerry M cIntosh, w ho 
brings m ore than 20 years of expertise in the docum entary field as a D irector and Executive 
Producer for C BC  Television and  C BC  N ew sw orld. M ulti-aw ard  w inning and O scar-nom inated 
docum entary director, Larry W einstein serves as Senior C reative C ounselor for the program .  
N FB ’s Senior Producer G erry Flahive is actively involved  in all aspects of the program .  
    
    
    
A b out C FC  A b out C FC  A b out C FC  A b out C FC      

 
C FC  celebrates 20 years of launching  C anada's m ost creative ideas and  voices in film , television 
and  new  m edia to the w orld .  A s C anada’s largest institution for advanced  training  in film , 
television and new  m edia, C FC  proud ly has m ore than 1000 alum ni w orking in C anada and 
abroad. A  leader in the rapid ly changing  entertainm ent landscape, C FC  is com m itted to 
prom oting and  investing in C anada’s diverse talent and  during  this anniversary year w ill launch 
new  program s that w ill continue to bring  inspiring storytellers to the w orld .  For m ore 
inform ation p lease visitcfccreates.com   
 
A b out the N ational Film  B oard  of C anad aA b out the N ational Film  B oard  of C anad aA b out the N ational Film  B oard  of C anad aA b out the N ational Film  B oard  of C anad a    
 
C anada's pub lic producer and  distributor, the N ational Film  Board of C anada (N FB ) produces 
and  distributes bold  and  distinctive social issue docum entaries, auteur anim ation, alternative 
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dram a and innovative digital content that provide the w orld  w ith a unique C anadian perspective.  
From  the early days of cinem a direct to outstanding  contem porary theatrical docum entaries the 
N ational Film  Board  of C anada has been a g lobal leader in docum entary cinem a for seven 
decades.  Founded in 1939 by pioneer John G rierson, the m an w ho coined the very term  
“docum entary”, the N FB  has produced m ore than 13,000 film s and  videos and  w on over 5,000 
aw ards, including  12 O scars and  m ore than 90 G enies. w w w .nfb .ca 
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For m edia inquiries, p lease contact: 

Tam ara M acKeigan, C om m unications M anager, C FC  

416.445.1446 x304 

tm ackeigan@ cfccreates.com  

 

Jennifer M air, Pub licist, N FB  

416 954.2045 

j.m air@ nfb.ca 


